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Literature Searching Guidelines Checklist for Researchers 
 
 
 

Categories Questions Comments 

Currency Use appropriate current proprietary databases? 
Use appropriate current web search engines? 

 

Comprehensiveness Non-english language? 
Cover literature from time drug/substance introduced? 
Databases cover time period? 
• Old MEDLINE 
• Science Citation Index [Web of Science/Web of Knowledge] 
• Embase 
• Citation analysis? 
 
Used print indexes to cover time period? 
• Index Medicus 
• Science Citation Index 
• Biological Abstracts/Chemical Abstracts? 
 

 

Appropriate Resources Clinical/Basic Science 
•  MEDLINE (Ovid/PubMed)? 
•  Web of Science? 

o Science Citation Index? 
o Social Science Citation Index? 

•  BIOSIS 
•  Chemical Abstracts 
 
Pharmacology/Toxicology 
•  Micromedex 
•  Toxnet 
•  Toxline 
•  ChemID and ChemIDPlus 
•  SciFinder Scholar 
•  Embase 
• International Pharmaceutical Abstracts (IPA) 
•  Material Safety Data Sheets Collection 
• USP DI Drug Information for the Health Care Professional 
 
Evidence-Based Practice Tools 
•  Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR)? 
•  Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effectiveness (DARE)? 
•  Controlled Clinical Trial Register (CCTR)? 
•  Clinical Evidence? 
 
Appropriate print resources (no electronic counterpart)? 
• Drug handbooks (current/historical) 
• Other handbooks, dictionaries, etc.? 
 

 

Search Strategy Searched all concepts? 
Used MeSH? 
  Exploded 
  Subheadings 
Used necessary check tags? 
Used appropriate Boolean combinations? 
Used textwords appropriately? 
  Used appropriate synonyms? 
  Used appropriate truncation? 
Used positional operators appropriately? 
 

 

http://resources.library.yale.edu/online/viewrecorddetpublic.asp?whatcaseedit=224
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov:80/entrez/query.fcgi?otool=yalelib
http://isiknowledge.com/wos
http://web5.silverplatter.com/webspirs/start.ws?customer=c96356&databases=S(BV)
http://resources.library.yale.edu/online/viewrecorddetpublic.asp?whatcaseedit=761
http://resources.library.yale.edu/online/viewrecorddetpublic.asp?whatcaseedit=586
http://resources.library.yale.edu/online/viewrecorddetpublic.asp?whatcaseedit=539
http://www.ccohs.ca/products/databases/toxline.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/factsheets/chemidplusfs.html
http://resources.library.yale.edu/online/viewrecorddetpublic.asp?whatcaseedit=761
http://www.med.yale.edu/library/ovid/connect.php3?D=emez
http://resources.library.yale.edu/online/viewrecorddetpublic.asp?whatcaseedit=198
http://www.cochrane.org/reviews/index.htm
http://www.cochrane.org/reviews/index.htm
http://www.cochrane.org/reviews/index.htm
http://www.cochrane.org/reviews/index.htm


Created by Jan Glover (jan.glover@yale.edu) and Mark Gentry (mark.gentry@yale.edu) 
October 9, 2002 (rev. 11/12/03 jg) 

2

Categories Questions 

Search Documentation General narrative of search process? 
 
Are web searches documented with: 
• Date search conducted? 
• Date printed? 
• Search terms used? 
• Search engine used? 
• Literature summary? 
• Bibliography? 
 
Are searches on proprietary databases (MEDLINE, Toxline, etc) 
documented with: 
• Date search conducted? 
• Date printed? 
• Search terms used? 
• Parameters/limits noted? 
• Printout of search strategy attached? 
• Literature Summary? 
• Bibliography? 
 
 

 
 
 
 


